
Re: Upper Cement Creek/Silverton/Animas River - Sunnyside/Jim Martin meeting
Martin Hestmark  to: Jim Martin, Howard Cantor 01/23/2012 06:51 AM

From:

To:

Cc:

Martin Hestmark/R8/USEPA/US

David Ostrander/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Kelcey

Land/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Murray.bill@epa.gov, Steve Wharton/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven

Way/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Richard Sisk/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Michael Holmes/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Sandra

Stavnes/R8/USEPA/US@EPA

Jim/ Howard - The team met Thursday to discuss path forward and the issue of you meeting with Sunnyside.
I think the group consensus is that you should meet with Sunnyside.  See attached talking points. We will be
meeting with BLM and the State today and if there is anything that modifies these talking points or our view of
meeting with Sunnyside, we will update you.

Generally our conversation with the state and BLM today will be about what collaboration can look like.  Right
now we feel we are somewhat limited in what we can do collaboratively other than work with ARSG and
whomever to discuss what next steps of investigatory work might look like.  Mike Holmes is looking at all of
the data to see where we might have gaps so as to inform this evaluation/discussion.  Right now group
consnesus is that collaboration can't include  remedy commitments or liability waiver.  We are thinking we
can stay involved in the Red and Bonita adit/workings evaluation. Referring Sunnyside to the team to discuss
what collaboration means to them would be very useful.

 


Martin – Your e-mail asks whether there are any disadvantages in having Sunnyside meet with Martin and Cantor  - I don’t see any disadvantage in meeting with Sunnyside as long as our messages are clear regarding EPA’s goals and it is clear that Sunnyside should be engaging with the EPA site team on specifics and details regarding the Site.



Messages for meeting between Jim Martin, Howard Cantor and Sunnyside Gold.

-We share the goal of achieving water quality improvements in the Animas River.

-Indicate we appreciate Sunnyside’s offer to fund investigations and work to improve water quality.

-Reiterate messages found in letters to local elected officials  - Note that we don’t say that we will take part in a collaborative effort, we say that EPA is in dialogue with stakeholders to find solutions to the problems of degrading water quality in the Animas.

-Introduce the EPA site team and inform Sunnyside that the team represents EPA in this matter and that Sunnyside should work with the team on its issues of concern and work with the team on the best processes to achieve our mutual goal of improving water quality in the Animas River.    Should staff plan to attend?




